OF MICE AND MEN:  Chapter 1 Reading and Study Guide (pages 1-15)
I. VOCABULARY:  Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel.

Bindle [slang]  Bindle, as in a bundle of bedding.
Jack [slang]  money__________________________________________________________________

Morosely  GLOOMY OR ILL-HUMORED
Pantomime  TO EXPRESS ONESELF WITHOUT SPEAKING
Droned  A DULL, LOW, MONOTONOUS SOUND
Contemplated  OBSERVE OR STUDY THOUGHTFULLY
II. ALLUSIONS AND HISTORICAL REFERENCES:

Soledad  a coastal California city about 130 miles south of San Francisco__________________________
Salinas River  a river that flows through Soledad and into Monterey Bay__________________________

Weed  a northern California mining town___________________________________________________

Watchin’ that blackboard  employment agencies would post available jobs on a blackboard in front of_ the their offices.  Prospective employees would watch the blackboard for any new jobs._______________
Work cards  a job assignment from an employment agency would be written on a work card to be presented by the worker to the employer.____________________________________________________
III. LITERARY TERMS:  Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel.

Imply  TO SUGGEST
Infer  TO GUESS OR TO UNDERSTAND/INTERPERET WHAT SOMEONE IS SAYING OR GESTURING
Exposition  SETTING AND CHARACTERS
Setting  TIME AND PLACE

What is the setting of this novel?  SOLEDAD, CA – MID 1930’S
Point of view  THE VIEWPOINT FROM WHICH THE STORY IS TOLD
From what point of view is the story told?  3RD PERSON OMNISCIENT
IV. QUESTIONS:  answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences.

1. Where did the bus drop the two men off?
SEVERAL MILES FROM THE RANCH
2. How is George Milton described?  SMART, QUICK, RESTLESS EYES, STRONG HANDS, DARK FACE
3. How is Lennie Small described?  HUGE MAN, MENTALLY CHALLENGED, PALE EYES, WALKS HEAVY AND DRAGS HIS FEET
4. What does Lennie do with the water that makes him proud of himself? HE MAKES RIPPLES IN THE WATER
5. What does Lennie NOT have in his pocket? HIS BUS TICKET AND HIS WORK TICKET
6. WHY does Lennie NOT have it in his pocket? GEORGE IS AFRAID LENNIE WILL LOSE IT
7. What does Lennie take out of his pocket that gets him yelled at by George? A DEAD/STALE MOUSE
8. What did Lennie want do with this item?  KEEP IT AND PET IT
9. Where are George and Lennie going? TO SOLEDAD TO WORK ON A RANCH
10. From where are George and Lennie coming? THE CITY OF WEED
11. When they get to where they are going, what does George tell Lennie to do? “DON’T SAY A WORD.”
12. Why did George and Lennie leave the last place they were at? LENNIE WAS ACCUSED OF RAPING A GIRL
13. When Lennie goes out to get wood for a fire, what does he bring back that George takes away? THE DEAD MOUSE
14. Who used to give Lennie mice? AUNT CLARA
15. Why did she stop giving Lennie mice?  BECAUSE HE KEPT KILLING THEM
16. What does Lennie want with him dinner that they don’t have? KETCHUP
17. What does George imply happened in Weed with the girl? LENNIE JUST WANTED TO TOUCH HER DRESS
18. What dream do George and Lennie share?  TO OWN THEIR OWN FARM
19. Where does George tell Lennie to go if he gets in trouble? BACK TO THE WOODS, BY THE RIVER
V. PARAGRAPH:  Write a paragraph answer to the following question.  Use concrete details and commentary to support your answer.

20. Explain the relationship that exists between George and Lennie based on chapter 1 of the book.
